Short communication: Isolation of Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli in raw milk and mozzarella cheese in southern Italy.
Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC) are a significant food-borne public health hazard in Europe, where most human infections are associated with 5 serogroups (O157, O26, O103, O145, and O111). In 2015, 95 food and environmental samples were examined for the presence of Shiga toxin genes (stx1 and stx2). The STEC were isolated from 2 raw milk and 1 mozzarella cheese samples that were collected in the period between June and September. To the best of our knowledge, this finding represents the first report of STEC isolation from mozzarella cheese produced in Italy, and it suggests that both the quality of raw milk used to produce mozzarella and the thermal inactivation treatment associated with the curd-stretching step should be carefully monitored.